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NEWS FROM MRS. BARRY IN THE ART ROOM 
 
The art room has been bustling with activity the past few months!  Students are  
working on all sorts of projects!  The 4th graders have completed their block  
prints.   They even printed in clay - preserving their design forever!   They are  
currently working of Japanese cherry blossom value paintings. 
 
The 5th graders have just completed a unit on color theory.  They now have to 
apply their new skills to create a limited color palette of their choice, for warm 
and cool pop art inspired self- portraits.  They have also used their new skills to 
create backgrounds for their silhouette tree paintings.  

 
5 Stony Brook Students had their artwork displayed in the 2017 Nature Through a 
Child’s Eye Exhibition at the Somerset County Environmental Educational Center 
in Basking Ridge, NJ.  The theme of the exhibit was, “Prehistoric Flora and 
Fauna”. Our students researched and illustrated the following subjects: the  
magnolia flower, a yunnanosaurus,  a lioperurodon, the ginko biloba tree,  and 
a rhamphorynchus!  These students sacrificed their recess periods from 
September to December to work on their research and drawings. 
 
Our first group of 4th and 5th grade art club members have completed some  
wonderful projects as well.  The 4th graders used sculpey clay to design and  
decorate “Altoid Tins”.  Inside is a tiny art gallery!  The 5th grades created 3 – 
sculptures using a block of wood, white tights and metal hangers.  The sculptures 
were primed and painted.  Then, they used chalk pastels to draw them! 
 
Branchburg Township School District was also invited to have students display  
their art work at a special Youth Art Month Exhibit at the Center for 
Contemporary Arts in Bedminster.  3fourth grade students, and 8, 5th grade 
students represented Stony Brook School.  Four of Mrs. Barry’s Whiton ES students 
had their work exhibited as well. 



 
The art work was displayed from March 6 – 11, 20178.   
Stony Brook school is also fortunate to have a NJ STATE YOUTH ART MONTH  
WINNER – ALYSSA P.! 
 
Our District wide Youth Art Month Celebration will take place from March 14 –  
April 9, 2018,  at the Branchburg Township Municipal Building.  The art work will 
be displayed through spring break so that the students and their families will have 
a chance to see it. 

 

Please enjoy the photos of our art work! 
 

 

 



 
 

            
 

 
 



     
 

     
 

       
 
 
 
      

 



 
 
 

            
 

       
 
                
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
    
 
 

      
 
 
 

     
 
 
 
         
 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 



 
 
 

 

                         



 
 
 
 
 

       
 
 

 
 

       
 
 



 
 

 
 
 

        
    
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

CONGRATULATIONS ALYSSA P. 
 
 
 

                      
 
 
   

 
 

 
 
 



News from 
Miss Johnston: 

I cannot believe it is 
finally Spring Time! We 
have accomplished so 
many things this year 
and we cannot wait to 
finish the year off 

strong!  Currently, we 
are in the thick of our 
curriculums and enjoying 
creating new learning 

experiences for all using 
technology and student-
centered learning!  Below 
is a look into what we 
will be doing and what 

we have already 
accomplished in our 

classroom! 
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March 26- April 2nd 

Spring Break 

April 6th 
Science Fair 

April 26th      
Single Session Day 

April 27th             
5th Grade Field 
Trip

LANGUAGE ARTS 
We are reading our 

independent books and 
working on reading to 
find the main idea and 
supporting details. We 

are also learning to 
write a research 

paragraph on a topic of 
choice.  

1
MATH 

In math we are learning 
how to tell time to the 
minute.  We are also 

learning how to multiply 
multi-digit numbers.  

Finally, we are learning 
to round numbers, and 

add/subtract with 
money. 

2
SCIENCE/SOCIAL 

STUDIES 
In Science we are 
studying natural 

phenomena to learn 
about energy.  In 

Social Studies, we are 
studying the 50 

States!!  

3

News from Miss J’s Class 
Make it a great day or not, the choice is yours! 



We love our 
Bow Wow 

Reading days!  
This month we 
got to read to 

and learn 
about Gracie 
and Bennett 
(pictured to 
the left). 

 We also want 
to congratulate the 5th Grade Class on their D.A.R.E. 
Graduation in February!! What a great experience for 

everyone!    

We had so 
much fun 

celebrating 
Read Across 

America 
week for Dr. 

Seuss’ 
Birthday!! 

 2



 

Felix Class Gazette 
March 
2018 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 Team Display Case Debate 
 

      Throughout the most recent Language Arts unit, the 
students have been learning about making a position and 
choosing a side on an issue in order to write an argument 
essay.  Incorporating that learning into our team's new 
bulletin board for the month of March seemed to be a fun 
way to showcase what the students thought the weather was 
going to be like before we headed for Spring Break.  As you 
can see, the majority of the students did not think it would 
snow before break.  Those 60 degree days really had them 
fooled!  March is a very unpredictable weather month and it 
was interesting to hear the rationale behind what the students 
were thinking with their choices.  Hopefully, though, the big 
snowstorms are all behind us now and we can concentrate on 
spring and the flowers blooming.    

Important Dates:  
 
3/20 - End of 2nd 
Semester 
3/21 - Drama Club 
School Performance - 
9:00am 
3/22 - Drama Club 
Performance - 4:30pm 
3/23 - Drama Club 
Performance - 7:00pm 
3/26-4/2 - Spring Break 
4/6 - Report Cards on 
Genesis 
4/6 - Science Fair 4:30-
8:30pm 
4/19 - InView Testing 
4/26 - Single Session 
4/27 - 5th Grade Field 
Trip to Pennsbury 
Manor 
5/2-5/8 PARCC 
5/8 - 5th Grade Field 
Trip to Mayo 
Performing Arts Center 
to see the "Lightning 
Thief" 
5/14 - Spring Concert 
10:00am at SBS,  
7:00pm at BCMS 
5/25 - Single Session 
5/30 - Math EOY 
Cumulative Test 
6/1 - Field Day (6/7 rain 
date) 
6/4-6/6 MAP 
Assessments 
6/22 - Last Day of 
School 
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Reading without Walls 
Challenge 

 
The Forbidden Towers 

By Carol Gaskin 
 

   For this challenge, the students 
were to read a book that was like 
no other they had read before.  My 
students read a choice book where 
they got to choose how the 
adventure was going to proceed.  
In the story, the students became 
an elf named Lifin, who needed to 
save his village from a plague by 
retrieving an antidote - a rare leafy 
plant - that grows only at the 
center of the Forbidden Towers.  
They had to choose to enter one of 
the 5 towers - Tower of Bones, 
Tower of Hands, Tower of Beasts, 
Tower of Spiders, or Tower of 
Eaters.  Once inside, decisions 
were to be made; the wrong choice 
and Lifin was either eaten by a 
spider or held captive by hands, 
the correct choice and Lifin landed 
in the middle of the towers to find 
the antidote.  After a couple tries, 
the students were lucky enough to 
find the antidote.  By doing so, not 
only did the students save the 
village elves, but they also earned 
a pajama party reward! 
 
    

   This was a fun challenge and it 
sparked the students' interest in 
reading something that they 
wouldn't have read otherwise.  
The students chose this book to 
decorate our classroom door for 
Read Across America Week.  Each 
student became an elf and 
followed a path to one of the 
towers in the book. 
 



 
 

Ms. Figel’s Classroom 
 
 
 

In Ms. Figel’s fifth grade class, one of our Social Studies Units includes learning 

about European and American Colonies. We broke the Colonies down to New 

England, Middle Atlantic and Southern Colonies.  Students studied the 

government, geography and the different people that lived in these Colonies.  

They also compared the practice of slavery and indentured servitude  in the 

Colonial  labor systems.  Students had to analyze the power struggle among 

European countries and determined its impact on people living in Europe and the 

Americas.  To conclude this unit in Social Studies, students worked with a partner 

and picked one of the original 13 Colonies to dive into a little deeper.   

 

 

They worked on making a Google slide presentation or a poster board to present 

to their classmates about their chosen Colony.  They did a wonderful job! 

    
 
 

                         
 
 
 
 
 

Leah and Katie working hard on 
research for their colony! 

 

Dylan and Brenden’s had working 
lights to light up their colonies flag! 

 



 
Fractions! Fractions! And more fractions! Students are developing strategies for 

adding, subtracting, multiplying, and dividing fractions.  Throughout this unit, the 

students recalled how to find common denominators, which developed into 

learning how to add and subtract fractions.  Next, the students are diving into 

multiplying fractions by other fractions.  The students have been taught two 

strategies: paper folding model and area model.  During one of our classes, the 

students were given a fraction of fraction problem, construction paper, tape, and 

a large square on the floor to create a paper folding model.  So much fun!!  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 
In Social Studies, the students are wrapping up their study of the Middle Colonies 

with a group project on Benjamin Franklin.  The class is broken up into six small 

groups based on his life: childhood, apprentice, printer, community contributor, 

scientist, diplomat and ambassador.   The children are using the resources we have 

gathered in class as well as the internet to create a poster shaped as a kite that 

will display their information about Ben Franklin’s life. 

 

 

 

 

 



As we continue through the trimester, students are continuing to fine tune their 

reading, writing, and word study skills.  In reading, students are working on the 

argument and advocacy issues unit.  The students have worked to research and 

study an issue that they are interested to learn/debate about.  Should killer whale 

shows be banned? Should people climb Mount Everest? Are extreme sports worth 

the risk? These are just a few of the topics. The students have created a claim and 

are finding information and textual evidence to support their claim. 

 In writing, students are developing an 

argument essay on chocolate milk. The essential 

question is “Should Chocolate Milk be banned from 

schools?”  The children are reading research articles 

highlighting on important facts that are either for or 

against chocolate milk being served in school.  Within 

the next week, the students will write a letter 

persuading the school administration to 

either ban or serve chocolate milk.   

   

In Science, the students have been 

researching questions they have created about the 

natural phenomena, “The sun is brighter than the 

north star.” As a group, they discussed their 

questions and answers and used this information to 

create a model of this phenomena. 

 

Stony Brook celebrated Read Across America week celebrating a nation of diverse 

readers’.  Our classroom incorporated the theme “Soaring in South Korea.”  We 

had read a few articles describing the Olympic Games, countries coming together 

as one, learned about the Winter sports that are played, and so much more.  The 

class created a colorful display on our classroom door.    

 

Have a wonderful day! Let the SUN shine!  

 
 



 
 

The Importance of Math Facts 
 
by Mr. Gottshalk 
 
 
The Everyday Math program really gets into practicing multiplication and division 

facts, and the expectation is that students are “secure” with knowing their facts 

at this point.  I take a hard stance on knowing math facts, for a number of 

reasons.   

 

First of all, math will be easier for your child if they know their facts.  When we 

say “know your facts” that means we are aiming for both speed and accuracy.  A 

good litmus test is if the student pauses for more than three seconds before they 

answer (correctly), then it’s not fast enough.  This speed and accuracy helps  

down the road and is expected in higher levels of mathematics. 

 

Secondly, math facts are just that – facts.  They are indisputable.  They can be 

proven by drawing an array, moving counters into rows and columns, or by solving 

through the inverse operations.  Math facts do not change from day to day, or 

year to year.  They have been around for thousands of years and are constant. 

Some students like to know that facts are just that, and they may find it helpful 

to know that 6 * 9 is 54 and isn’t going to change. 

 

Third of all, the following units of math all incorporate multiplication and 

division: fractions, pre-algebra, probability, area/perimeter, data analysis, word 

problems, and metric conversions.  It doesn’t make sense to “dump” the  

knowledge that 6 * 9 is 54 after the unit test – what matters is that the student 

can recall the fact quickly and accurately, and, from this point forward, apply  

the knowledge in a future problem involving these upcoming units. 



 

The fourth reason students should know their facts is because rote memorization 

or fact association will make your child’s math career from this point on a whole 

lot easier.   Everyday Math teaches students to use “Fact Triangles” with three  

numbers all associated together.  So 6, 9 and 54 would all be on the same Fact 

Triangle.  To practice, the student places his/her thumb on one of the corners 

and solves which number is missing through association with the other two 

numbers. 

 

These are the top reasons why students must, must, must know their facts!  As I 

said at Back to School night, knowing math facts with automaticity and having a 

nightly reading habit are the two most important things your child can do to be 

successful.  I feel strongly about those two.  If your child knows the 11 and 12 

times table, that is even better.  So quiz your fourth or fifth grader in the car the 

next time you are driving to BSC or Wegman’s.  Remember: three seconds is the  

limit! 

 

 
 


	Felix - March 2018.pdf
	Felix Class Gazette
	Team Display Case Debate



